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TN THE CLAIMS 1 U 

Claim 1 (Currently Amended) A method for a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server that is 

^ n «nw. a network and, handles packets of ^ on the network that will flow over a 

remote link and manages bandwidth of the remote link, the method comprising ifae steps of: 

assigning, by the VPN server, a portion of the bandwidth of the rem *e 1 ink to at least one 
application group; 

metering, by the VPN server, packets belonging lo the application group to minimize 
^t^tinn Ween appli cation groups for bandwidth on the remote link ; and 

authenticating and/or encapsulating at least a portion of the packets belonging to the 

application group by the VPN server; 

,„w.;n th, remote lm > m« * smaller ba ndwidth than a b andwit jfa of the links on the 
r ^ r y «.„ ,r. ,.^ ec ted to th r ^r. and wherein the remote l nkj s remofr from the 
wm «*rrer such that fre remote link ^ not directly connoted to the VPN servsr. 

Claims 2-3. Canceled 

Claim 4. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1. wherein the pickets belonging to the 
application group share a pre-defined configuration. 

Claim 5. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the packets belonging to the 
application group contend equally for the portion of the bandwidth. 

Claim 6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1. wherein the slep of metering the 
packets farther includes metering a flow rate of the packets going thro agh the server in either 
direction. 

Claim 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 6, wherein the stec of metering the packets 
further includes rejecting the packets if the flow rate exceeds the portion of the assigned 
bandwidth even if the links connected to the VPN server h?-* °»™r imt ™p»"tv to transport the 
packets . 
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ClaimS. (Previously Presented) The method of claim l.furthw comprising the step of: 
allowing a user to specify the bandwidth of the remote link from a user interface. 

Claim 9. (Previously Presented)' The method of claim 1, former comprising the step of: 

allowing a user to specify the portion of the assigned bandwidth from a user interface. 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) A system for managing bandwidth of a dw> remote link by 
metering packets that will flow over the remote link, comprising: 

a Virtual Private Network (VPN) server that authenticates and/or encapsulates at least a 
portion of the packets handled by the system that will flow over the remote link; and 

a meter associated with the VPN server that meters the packets that will flow over the 
remote link to implement a contention pool having a portion of the bandwidth of the remote link 

assigned to an application groups 

w Wn the remote In* has a smaller i^nriwidtn than a bandwid lfa of the links on the, 
network that are connected to the VPN server or the meter and wherein the remote link is remote 
from the VPN ^rver such that the remote link f - -ffli Air ~*Y ™™'<*** Tf ' the server ° r ^ 
meter . 

Claims 11-12. Canceled 

Claim 13. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, wherein the raclosts belonging to the 
application group share a pre-defined configuration. 

Claim 14. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, 

wherein the packets belonging to the application group contend equally for the contention 

pool. 

Claim 15. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, wherein tbs meter further meters a 
flow rate of the packets going through the server in either direction. 
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Claim 16 (Currently Amended) The system of claim 15, wherein the meter further rejects the 
packets if the flow rate exceeds fho assigned portion of the bandwidth^ven i f 1h« Imks connected 
i ? fr» VPN server h*™ sufficient r apacity to transport the packets. 

Claim 17. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, further compris ing: 
a user interface that allows a user to specify the bandwidth of the lii ic. 

Claim 18. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 10, further comprising: 

a user interface that allows a user to specify the assigned portion of the bandwidth. 
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